[Disseminated tuberculosis with severe multi- organ failure in a patient with AIDS].
Tuberculosis is the most common infectious complication in HIV infected patients. The incidence of tuberculosis and the proportion of disseminated disease increase with more severe immuno-suppression. Septic shock and multiple organ failure are uncommon but are of markedly bad prognostic significance. A forty-four year old HIV seropositive man was admitted to the intensive care unit (ICU) with acute respiratory distress. The patient had been febrile for the previous two weeks. His thoracic radiograph showed a discrete interstitial infiltrate and at bronchoscopy small whitish granulations were observed in the main bronchi. All bacteriological investigations remained negative at the time of ICU admission. The patient died sixteen hours later due to multiple organ failure. Mycobacteria were identified after patient's death on the smear from BAL, from blood cultures, and in a postmortem liver biopsy. Septic shock is an infrequent complication of disseminated tuberculosis. Mortality is very high. Treatment should be started early in cases with a high diagnostic suspicion.